Week Ending Friday, January 14, 2005

Proclamation 7860—To Extend
Nondiscriminatory Trade Treatment
(Normal Trade Relations Treatment)
to the Products of Armenia

January 7, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Since declaring its independence from
the Soviet Union in 1991, Armenia has made
considerable progress in enacting market re-
forms and on February 5, 2003, Armenia ac-
ceded to the World Trade Organization
(WTO). The extension of unconditional nor-
mal trade relations treatment to the products
of Armenia will permit the United States to
avail itself of all rights under the WTO with
respect to Armenia. Armenia has dem-
onstrated a strong desire to build a friendly
and cooperative relationship with the United
States and has been found to be in full com-
pliance with the freedom of emigration re-
quirements under title IV of the Trade Act
of 1974 (the “1974 Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2431
et seq.).

2. Pursuant to section 2001(b) of Public
Law 108—429, 118 Stat. 2588, and having due
regard for the findings of the Congress in
section 2001(a) of said law, I hereby deter-
mine that chapter 1 of title IV of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2431-2439) should no longer
apply to Armenia.

3. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), as amended, authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States the substance of rel-
evant provisions of that Act, or other acts af-
fecting import treatment, and of actions
taken thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section

2001(b) of Public Law 108—429, and section
604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) Nondiscriminatory trade treatment
(normal trade relations treatment) shall be
extended to the products of Armenia, which
shall no longer be subject to chapter 1 of
title IV of the 1974 Act.

(2) The extension of nondiscriminatory
treatment to products of Armenia shall be
effective as of the date of signature of this
proclamation.

(3) All provisions of previous proclama-
tions and executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:02 a.m., January 11, 2005]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 12. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 8, 2005

Good morning. Americans continue to
mourn the victims of the devastating
tsunamis in the Indian Ocean. More than
150,000 lives are now feared lost, including
tens of thousands of children.

Communities have been decimated from
Indonesia to Thailand to India to East Africa.
Thousands are missing or injured, and mil-
lions are thought to be homeless or without
food and clean water.
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The world has united behind this urgent
cause, and the United States is taking a lead-
ing role. We're working with other govern-
ments, relief organizations, and the United
Nations to coordinate a swift and effective
international response. We are rushing food,
medicine, and other vital supplies to the re-
gion. And we are focusing efforts on helping
the women and children who need special
attention, including protection from the evil
of human trafficking.

This past week, I sent a delegation led by
Secretary of State Colin Powell and Gov-
ernor Jeb Bush of Florida to the Indian
Ocean region. They surveyed the damage in
several countries, met with local and regional
leaders, assessed the relief efforts in place,
and began to evaluate what more can be
done to help. Secretary Powell reported that
American relief efforts are making major visi-
ble progress.

We have made an initial commitment of
$350 million in aid. And those funds are
being distributed promptly to organizations
on the ground. Navy vessels, including the
U.S.S. Abraham Lincoln, have moved into
the region to help provide food, medical sup-
plies, and clean water. Helicopters and other
military aircraft are meeting critical needs by
airlifting supplies directly to victims in re-
mote areas. As in so many other places, our
service men and women are showing the
courage and compassion of our Nation to the
world.

We're also seeing the good heart of Amer-
ica in an outpouring of generosity here at
home. Private citizens are showing their
compassion in creative and inspiring ways.
On a rainy day in Washington State, children
sold hot chocolate by the side of the road
and gave their profits to charity. Seven pro-
fessional basketball players pledged to do-
nate $1,000 to UNICEF for every point they
scored in a game. American businesses have
contributed cash and products, and many are
matching donations by their employees.
Churches, temples, synagogues, mosques,
and other religious congregations are taking
up special collections for disaster victims.

To draw even greater amounts of private
donations, I asked former Presidents Bill
Clinton and George Bush to lead a nation-
wide charitable fundraising drive. Their mis-

sion is to encourage contributions, both large
and small, directly to the organizations with
recovery efforts underway in the disaster
area.

I am grateful to the courageous relief
groups that have responded so quickly to this
catastrophe, including the Red Cross and
Red Crescent, Salvation Army, Catholic Re-
lief Services, Save the Children, CARE,
AmeriCares, and many others. Many of these
organizations have long experience with nat-
ural disasters and in-depth knowledge of the
recovery needs. They're in the best position
to use donations wisely and effectively.

To encourage support for these groups, I
have signed legislation allowing Americans to
deduct from their 2004 Federal income tax
cash contributions made to tsunami relief ef-
forts this month. I urge all Americans to con-
tribute as they are able. More information
about making a donation is available on the
Internet at www.usafreedomcorps.gov.

In this time of grief for so many around
the world, Americans have come together to
pray for the victims and families of the tsu-
nami disaster. We think especially of the chil-
dren who have been lost and the survivors
searching for their families. And we offer our
sustained compassion and generosity as the
people of the devastated region begin to re-
build.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
January 7 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 8.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 7 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the Palestinian
Presidential Election

January 9, 2005

I am heartened by today’s strong turnout
in the Palestinian elections. Palestinians
throughout the West Bank and Gaza took a
key step toward building a democratic future
by choosing a new President in elections that
observers describe as largely free and fair.



